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At one time, most cities had a “main street” and a “downtown” that formed the hub of 
activity in the area: the center of commerce, entertainment and gathering. However, 
despite having been chartered in December 1858, the city of Alpharetta in its modern 
incarnation has had no such defined space, until now. 

Over the last several years, Alpharetta Mayor David Belle Isle and the city council have 
teamed with several retail and other developers to breathe new life into an area they are 
aptly calling City Center: 26 acres south of Academy Street and east of South Main 
Street. The Alpharetta City Center (ACC) features a new city hall building, which opened 
in 2015, a Fulton County library branch that opened in 2016, as well as seven acres of 



parks and green space, a parking deck, retail, executive office space, 168 luxury 
apartments and 42 single-family homes on the way. 

A 445-car garage, on-street parking, the five-acre Brook Street Park and one-acre Town 
Green are complete. Development of the single- and multifamily homes, retail and 
restaurants is ongoing. More than half of the homes under construction are already sold, 
30 of 35 planned retail shops and 10 of 12 restaurants have leases either signed or out 
for signature, said Cheri Morris, president of Morris &amp; Fellows. Restaurants are 
scheduled to open at the rate of one per month starting next February, and the entire 
project is scheduled for completion by the Fall 2018, she added. 

City Center will define Alpharetta, she said. “We are not building a shopping center, we 
are completing a historic downtown.” Morris noted cities have been wanting to revive 
their downtown shopping districts for years, but have been stymied by infrastructure 
and lack of control over the real estate. 

Not so in Alpharetta. The developer, whose firm also changed the face of downtown 
Woodstock, said the City of Alpharetta spent 15 years acquiring 26 contiguous acres. 
Morris & Fellows then bought four-and-one-half acres to build the mixed-use district 
with 105,000 feet of retail and restaurants. Morris noted the retail is on the street, in a 
district of six city blocks, again harkening back to the way things were. Also involved in 
the project are South City Partners, which is creating 168 multi-family rentals; 
Hedgewood Homes, building the single-family residential area; and MidCity Real Estate 
Partners, handling development of the office space. 


