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SSHADE Street Food + Bar, a new concept restaurant special-
izing in street food and custom cocktails is opening in the 
Carriage House building of the new Alpharetta City Center 
development later this summer. We knew just enough about 
its owner Mikka Orrick to want to know more, so we spent 
some time watching her work and then listening to her speak 
of her vision for the new restaurant. 

Mikka lives in Milton, grew up in Alpharetta, attended Milton 
High School and spent some of her young adult years work-
ing for her parents’ business - a women’s clothing line and 
watched the hard work they put in when they opened their 
local restaurant in downtown Roswell.  

It was obvious Mikka was passionate about our commu-
nity and about keeping her business efforts local. But after 
spending time with her, we’d have to add the words ‘driven’ 
and ‘creative’ to ‘passionate’ to better describe this positive, 
ambitious entrepreneur, who co-owns The District Salon in 
downtown Alpharetta with Jessica Szabo and co-owns both 
Ceviche Taqueria restaurants with her brother Trent.

A mother of three young children and wife to a fellow local 
business owner, Mikka was happy and successful in her various 
businesses with her partners and living a full life. So, when she 
heard that Morris & Fellows was developing Alpharetta City 
Center, no one was more surprised than she was when she felt 
an internal calling to her first solo project.

All of her experiences in her business partnerships led her 
right there, to this next door - and in typical Mikka fashion, 
she smiled and walked right through. Then she got to work. 
With Mikka at the helm, SHADE Street Food + Bar is sure 
to become another local fixture - just like everything else she 
touches.

It’s not in her nature to gossip or dwell on any real or per-
ceived shortcomings of herself or others, bother with local 
politics or personalities nor rant about what the City should 
be doing about this or that. Mikka’s attitude conveys she just 
doesn’t have time for all that. Sure, she sees what the obstacles 
may be - she just doesn’t waste time talking about them. She 
gets in there and finds a way to work around or in spite of 
those obstacles. 

It was refreshing to notice she doesn’t make any of her enter-
prises about her - in fact, we had a difficult time convincing 
her we wanted to write this piece about her - rather than all 
about SHADE. 

If you run into Mikka at either of her Ceviche restaurants, at 
The District Salon or at one of her daughter’s cheer competi-
tions, expect to meet an authentic, no-nonsense woman served 
up with a big portion of Southern sweetness.

SHADE Street Food + Bar will offer chef-inspired street food 
along with local and global cocktails, craft beer and wine. 

Mikka adds, “Our objective is two-fold. First, SHADE will 
offer dining customers an impressive menu featuring a variety 
of cultural flavors in colorful dishes with locally-sourced ingre-
dients of the highest quality. Secondly, we anticipate SHADE 
will be the go-to spot for late night music and drinks for the 
high-energy after-dinner clientele seeking big city excitement 
close to home.   www.shadestreetfood.com
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